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On September 25-28, the Council for  

Opportunity in Education hosted the 

30th Annual Conference at the         

Washington Hilton in Washington, 

D.C. As a first time attendee, and 

relatively new member to the TRiO 

and GEAR UP community, I was 

floored by the strength of the Council 

and was touched by the stories and 

facts that prove the effectiveness of 

the work that we do.  

 

To begin, I was amazed by the gran-

deur of the event and of those attend-

ing. It    began with a boom when 

Donna Brazile, Managing Director of 

Brazile and Associates and proud 

TRiO alumna, took the stage. Her 

rousing speech set the table for the week’s festivities.  

 

What followed were multiple workshops that targeted all aspects of TRiO and GEAR 

UP. Working with Upward Bound, I attended workshops on Twitter, alternative 

math options, video production projects, financial literacy and a best practices  

workshop that focused on summer program successes.  

 

In between workshops there was always another speaker or presenter to fuel the fire 

and keep us focused. Updates from Eduardo Ochoa, Assistant Secretary for Post 

Secondary Education, and Congresswoman Rose Delauro (D-CT), reminded us that 

although there are people backing us on the hill, there remains uncertainties.  

 

We were also treated to stories from COE’s first 30 years during lunch by previous 

members of the COE Board of Directors Charlie Desmond, Jerry Lewis, Kathy   

Felker and Hal Payne. They urged us to fight as they fought and to continue being 

heard, now more than ever.           Turn to COE on page 4 
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MEOA and “America’s Future” at COE’s 30th  
Annual Conference 

By Adam Shaughnessy, Site Coordinator  - Southbridge Upward Bound 

Jane Oates, Assistant Labor Secretary for Employment and 

Training; Maureen Hoyler, COE Executive Vice President; Keith 

Sherin, Vice Chairman and Chief Financial Officer of GE; U.S. 

Secretary of Labor Hilda Solis; COE President Arnold Mitchem; 

and Alfred Herrera, Assistant Vice Provost for Academic 

Partnerships at UCLA at COE's 2011 Educational Opportunity 

Dinner.  

A Reminder to Apply for the COE Policy Seminar Scholarships for 1 MEOA Member and 1 MEOA Alumni. 

 - Applications for both can be found on MEOA’s website (www.meoaonline.org) 

Any other questions can be directed to MEOA State Liaison, Andrew Goodwin.  
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Program Peek: UMass Boston Upward Bound 
As a way to see what our fellow TRiO and GEAR UP programs are up to, this quarter’s Program Peek takes a look 
at the UMass Boston Upward Bound program that sent students to Guatemala in August to help build a school. 
Below are excerpts from the press release as provided by Upward Bound Director, Erica Pernell. 

A group of University of Massachusetts Boston-based Upward Bound students served in Guatemala for seven days 

in August, where they helped to build a school out of trash materials — old tires, glass, plastic bottles, and dirt — 

and created hope for a community in need.   

 
The youth-led group named themselves the Get Fresh Crew and raised more than $12,000 to travel to Comalapa, 

Guatemala, where they helped the nonprofit organization Long Way Home build Tecnico Maya, a technical        

vocational school to teach community youth how to live and build sustainably. The students, who hail from Hyde 

Park, Dorchester, Roxbury, and Mattapan, wanted to create educational opportunities for their global peers.  The 

school will provide traditional Mayan education to the indigenous people of Comalapa and will also teach “green” 

job skills. 

 “[The people in Comalapa] opened my eyes to what we take for granted every day: a lifestyle full of happiness and 

a sense of peace even though you can clearly see the years of struggle and labor upon these people’s faces,” said  

student Faetitia Desamours, from Hyde Park.  “I learned about a culture most people know nothing about.” 

 

The group learned about the school-building mission while at a Radically Sustainable Building architecture work-

shop at BuildBoston in 2009.  After the workshop, the students decided that they wanted to contribute to the     

project and asked Director Erica Pernell, “So, when can we go?”   turn to Get Fresh on pg 5 

Article Submissions 
The MEOA News wants to share different perspectives on educational opportunity, upcoming events, and program 

stories. 

If you have a story idea or photo for the MEOA Newsletter, send it to:  

Adam Shaughnessy at Newsletter@meoaonline.org 
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The New England Council hosted Congressman Jim McGovern (D-MA) on November 8, 2011. The Congressional 

Roundtable was attended by Pam Boisvert and others from the Colleges of Worcester Consortium. Below are some 

of the points that Congressman McGovern touched on (taken from the NEC Website). 

 

On the new Congressional Districts- he thinks the redistricting committee did a good job and the new map looks 

much more compact that the previous version.  He said that he is looking forward to meeting new people and  

building new relationships in the new part of his district, but acknowledged that it will be challenging. 

 

On the budget cuts- Congressman McGovern said that he thinks the Super Committee was a horrible idea and that 

he is very concerned about the committee making sweeping cuts to important programs without any kind of open 

process. The Congressman stressed that the only way to reduce the deficit is through a combination of spending 

cuts and new revenues.   

 

On food stamps being targeted- Congress passed the First     

Lady's child nutrition reauthorization bill to improve the quality 

of meals in schools but it was paid for by cutting the food stamp 

program.  He also explained that the current food stamp benefit 

is $4.20 per person, and because of these cuts, it will drop to 

$3.80 per person in 2013, while food prices continue to rise.  

 

On the 2012 Election-  Congressman added that he believes that 

President Obama will win reelection.  He added that the death 

of Osama bin Laden was a huge win in the war against terror 

and that decreasing the troops in Iraq has been a positive      

development.    
 

EOC Professional Development Conference 
By Marsha Forhan, Director - Worcester Educational Opportunity Center 

The Educational Opportunity Centers of New England convened for their regional professional development con-

ference earlier this month. This annual event was held at the Colonial Inn in Gardner, MA on November 3rd and 

4th. Hosted this year by Vermont Student Assistance Corporation’s EOC and funded in part through NEOA, ap-

proximately 30 of New England’s EOC professionals gathered to share best practices, address new funding man-

dates and discuss new initiatives.  

 

After a “get to know your fellow EOC advisors” icebreaker activity facilitated by Andrea Gould of VSAC, Monica 

Sargent (also of VSAC) presented a comprehensive presentation on the History of TRIO. Activities also included 

group discussions on various client scenarios as well as best practices.  

 

Kelly Morrissey, Financial Aid Director for Mount Wachusett Community College, and Pamela McCaffrey, Dean 

of Enrollment Management at Fitchburg State University, presented the latest financial aid updates from Wash-

ington for the group.  

 

Part of EOC’s current funding package includes a new focus on serving not only our military veterans, but also 

military connected families. Presenting on this topic and addressing the barriers that many returning service 

men and women face was Troy Townsend, LICSW of the “Returning Veterans Program” of the Bedford VA. 

 

The annual EOC professional development conference, always held here in Massachusetts, is hosted on an alpha-

betically rotating schedule by state. Next year’s event will be hosted by Rhode Island’s Educational Opportunity 

Center.  

Checking In: Congressman McGovern 
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From page 1... 
COE did not go unheard either, with updates from Heather Valentine and the Government Relations team and 

rousing speeches from COE President, Arnold Mitchem and COE Board Chair Mateo Atreaga. Never was a minute 

wasted to keep me and other TRiO and GEAR UP professionals focused on the goals at hand.  

 

During our final night, six TRiO and GEAR UP graduates were recognized as TRiO Achievers and were given the 

opportunity to share their heartwarming stories and prove once more that “TRiO Works!” During the dinner, we 

were joined by representatives from GE, Boeing and Ford Motor Company to name a few as well as a surprise visit 

by U.S. Secretary of Labor Hilda Solis, who pledged her support.  

 

Overall, my impression from COE’s 30th Annual Conference is that we must continue to battle and fight for the 

students involved in TRiO and GEAR UP programs nationwide. To do this we can look to the past for stories and 

proof that TRiO (and GEAR UP) Works and we can follow in the footsteps of past leaders. For as much as the    

population that we serve is “America’s Future”, we too can ensure a future for them through our advocacy and our 

education. I want to thank COE for all the work they do and for giving hope to TRiO and GEAR UP programs. 

Photo Album: 2011 MEOA Conference - October 18, 2011 

Pictured below (from top-left, clockwise): MEOA Scholarship recipients and their  nominators, MEOA       
Conference Co-Chairs Donna Connelly & Taryn  Tomkins, a standing ovation for Charlie Desmond who was 
awarded the Ann Coles’ Award, COE Representative Kimberly Jones presenting petition to John Kerry.  
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From page 2…           “Working at the school site was the best time ever because I pushed 

myself harder than I ever had.  I was in every task I could.  I chal-

lenged myself to stick to hammering the nails in the tires and wheel-

ing the wheelbarrows, “ wrote Get Fresh Crew member Yvesha 

Bellevue from  Dorchester.  “I loved today’s work and was strength-

ened by it because I wanted to do better for those children,    myself, 

and everything the organization stood for.” 

 

Every student described the experience as life-changing.  “I under-

stand the importance of education, listening to my elders when I am 

told, and to just all around be a more simple character rather than 

the complex individual I once was,” wrote student Kara Blackwell, 

also from Dorchester. “My view of life is different now.” 

 

“Many people have come from all over the world to participate in this 

life-changing opportunity.  I am glad the Get Fresh Crew’s finger-

prints are part of the construction and the soon-to-be success,” wrote 

Get Fresh Crew member Widly Bazelais, originally from Roxbury. 

 

“We were here for a purpose that is so far beyond filling tires with 

dirt and bottles with trash. Our service is part of the hopes and 

dreams of the community of Comalapa and Comalapa feeds our 

dreams,” said Upward Bound Director Erica Pernell. “By being here 

to build this school, we have grown immensely, both individually and 

as a group. … When we left here, we were forever changed.  We will 

never be able to look at injustice and idly stand by.  We will feel the 

unmistakable urge to fight for those whose voices are silenced.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join families from across the state to complete the FAFSA and submit it to your   

target schools before the deadlines! With locations around the state! 

 Cape Cod - West Barnstable 

 Metro West - Framingham, Malborough, Upton 

 Greater Boston - Boston (3), Cambridge, Chelsea, Chestnut Hill, Malden, Rox-

bury, Somerville 

 South East - Brockton, Fall River, Franklin 

 North East - Amesbury, Burlington, Lawrence, Lowell, Lynn, Wakefield 

 Central Mass - Fitchburg, Webster, Worcester 

 Western Mass - Amherst, Holyoke, Montague, Pittsfield, Springfield 

For more information about specific locations visit www.fafsaday.org 

http://www.fafsaday.org/
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MEOA’s strength is in our membership and our supporters. Thank you for 

your involvement.   As my year as president begins I would first like to 

thank the 2010-2011 Board for their work last year.  I would also like to 

thank the 2012-2012 Board for making significant commitments to this  

organization.   

 

I am looking forward to this year as president and I feel very fortunate to 

be leading a group of such dedicated and organized individuals. This year it 

is important that we all remain committed to our work in ensuring equal 

educational opportunities in higher education.  It is also extremely im-

portant that we look beyond out individual programs and that we make 

sure our voices are heard by our elected officials and stakeholders.  They 

must understand and remember the importance of TRIO and GEAR UP 

programs.   

 

To those of you who called and wrote your representatives last month, 

thank you.  Your calls were heard; all twelve members of the MA delegation 

signed a letter opposing the decrease in per-student cost for Upward Bound.  

We must continue to strengthen our relationships with elected officials and 

stakeholders so that we can count on their continued support.   

 

Finally, please remember to renew your membership if you have not done so already (www.meoaonline.org/

membership).   Also, be on the lookout for information about upcoming professional development events, remember 

to apply for the Policy Seminar MEOA Member scholarship and please encourage your alumni to apply for the 

Alumni Policy Scholarship.   

 

If you would like to become more involved with the work MEOA does, we welcome your help.  Please e-mail me at 

allison@meoaonline.org or e-mail the chairperson of the committee you are interested in working on (http://

www.meoaonline.org/about/board/). 

 

Thank you again for your work. 

A Special Thanks to our 
sponsor! 

A President’s Welcome 

Calling all TRiO Alumni! Find us on Facebook! Stay 

Connected on upcoming TRiO opportunities and events. 

Simply Like the following pages! 

 

 - MEOA-TRiO Alumni Network 
 - National TRIO Alumni Association 
 
For more information contact Alumni Board Chair,    

Alvin Riley at  

http://www.meoaonline.org/membership
http://www.meoaonline.org/membership
mailto:allison@meoaonline.org
http://www.meoaonline.org/about/board/
http://www.meoaonline.org/about/board/

