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On September 5-8, 2012, 

the Council for Oppor-

tunity in Education 

(COE) hosted TRIO and 

GEAR UP professionals, 

alumni and supporters 

of the programs for its 

31st Annual Conference 

in New York City, NY.  

As always, COE did a 

fine job to continue edu-

cating TRIO and GEAR 

UP professionals with 

cutting edge workshops 

and exhibitors. 

  

Some highlights from the conference included a rousing opening speech by Jeff 

Johnson, an award winning journalist and motivational speaker, government rela-

tion updates from Heath Alexander and Heather Valentine, both of COE, and an 

Update from The Department of Education by Under Secretary Martha Kanter.  

Following Dr. Kanter’s plenary session, MEOA President Allison Cox had the op-

portunity to meet with Dr. Kanter to discuss the challenges that TRIO and GEAR-

UP students are facing in completing FAFSA Verification, specifically in using the 

IRS Data Retrieval tool and in obtaining IRS Tax Transcripts in a timely manner.  

Conference attendees were also treated to a College President’s Panel consisting of 

Presidents from University of Louisville, Morehead State University and Chancel-

lors from the University of Kansas and Ivy Tech Community College.  

  

During the Conference, COE also paid tribute to select TRIO Achievers from Arizo-

na, Connecticut, Florida, Louisiana, Maryland and New York. The Achievers, pic-

tured above with Evette Layne, Director of MIT/Wellesley Upward Bound, NEOA 

President and Co-Chair of the TRIO Achievers Committee, have gone on to very 

successful and influential careers and are truly examples of the importance and 

effectiveness of TRIO and GEARUP Programs. 

  

Additionally, the 40th Anniversary of Pell Grant Awards was celebrated with a 

luncheon during which Dr. Lois Dickson Rice, former vice president of the College 

Board and the current Miriam K. Carliner Scholar in economic studies at the 

Brookings Institution, was honored for her advocacy of portable student financial 

aid.  A number of Pell Grant recipients were also honored including Vy Truong, and 

Alumnus of Boston University and an Attorney in Suffolk County.  To conclude, 

Congressman Bobby Scott (D - VA) championed TRIO and GEAR UP.  
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Program Peek: MCLA Student Support Services 
This installment of Program Peek takes a look at the Individual Enrichment Program, a Student 
Support Services program, on campus at the Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts in North Ad-
ams, MA. This past summer  was the largest (40 students!) and arguably most successful summer 
bridge program in it’s 32-year history. Information was provided by Coordinator, Wendy Guerra:  

Thanks to a summer session of the Individual Enrichment Program (IEP), 40 of MCLA's incoming 

freshmen got a jump-start on college. For four weeks, they lived in the dorms, made new friends, 

earned college credits, and were introduced to the campus and the surrounding community through 

cultural and recreational activities. 

According to Wendy Guerra, IEP Coordinator, for many students, the IEP summer session is a de-

fining, high-impact experience. In addition to enrolling in three classes and attending a series of 

workshops - including those with advice for academic success - students accompany faculty and 

staff on excursions throughout the Berkshires. Activities include a hike of Mt. Greylock, a play at 

the Barrington Stage, visits to museums, concerts and even some contra dancing. All the while, 

they are mentored by student academic and residential counselors. 

One student who participated in this summer's IEP session was Gascard Gaston '16 of Boston, MA 

who found a new sense of confidence - not only with his studies, but his interactions with others.  

"I was nervous going to MCLA; I did not know anyone and did not know how difficult the classes 

were going to be," Gaston explained. "However, this program showed me how to succeed. I could not 

have done it without the staff, professors, and mostly importantly, my friends. They motivated me 

and pushed me to do better." 

Before this summer's program, D'Mani Vass '16 of Boston, Mass., said he was a "normal high school 

student" who didn't manage his time well. "I didn't really care about much. I just wanted to relax 

and enjoy myself. I am now going to be a success from the IEP. ...I've learned a lot here - academi-

cally, socially." 

 

"All the classes were helpful, either helping you with your major or just building up your weakness 

in a certain area," Gaston said. "My English course helped me become more open to sharing my ide-

as and my writing skills in front of the whole class." 

"The summer session is just one component of the program," explained  Guerra. "Students in the 

Individual Enrichment Program continue to receive individualized academic support and advising 

until they graduate from MCLA."     (see  MCLA on page 7) 



 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Mark Friday, November 16, 2012 on your calendar for: 

MEFA's College Enrollment Training for TRiO, GEAR UP and College 

Access Counselors 
 

Bentley University 

175 Forest Street 

Waltham, MA 02452 

8:30 am – 3:00 pm 

  

MEFA is excited to once again offer it’s free, statewide College Enrollment Training for profession-

al staff working in TRiO, GEAR UP, and other college access programs in Massachusetts.  

  

As a result of MEFA's close working partnership with the Massachusetts Educational Opportunity 

Association; we have developed this comprehensive training to assist you and your colleagues with 

all major aspects of the college access process. The training will specifically address issues affecting 

low-income, first-generation college-going students. 

  

The training will offer the following sessions: 

  

Federal Financial Aid Regulatory Update 

Helping Students and Families Overcome Obstacles in the Financial Aid Process 

Panel Discussion with Enrollment Management Professionals 

Educating Students to Alleviate Student Loan Debt 

The Power of College Savings 

 

A formal invitation with a workshop agenda and registration instructions will be sent in the com-

ing weeks. Please contact Stephanie Wells if you have any questions at swells@mefa.org or 617-224

-4809.   

MEOA Scholarship Recipients Announced: 
The five 2012 MEOA Scholarship recipients are as followed. Recipients and the nominator will be 

honored at the 28th Annual MEOA Conference on Thursday, October 25, 2012 at the Devens Com-

mon Center in Devens, MA. Each recipient will receive a $750 scholarship.  

 

Lindsey Curole, Student Support Services at  North Essex Community College 

Patricia Johnson-Housey, Upward Bound at American International College 

Jonathan Cabrera, Educational Talent Search at North Shore Community College 

Richard Haddock, Veteran’s Upward Bound at Suffolk University 

Si Yan Lin, Upward Bound Math Science at Boston University 

 

Congratulations to all the recipients and to their nominators!  
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A Tribute to a TRIO Champion 
By Alvin Riley, Director of Student Support Services at Massasoit Community College 

Leslie Haywood Kimbrough of Cambridge, Massachusetts, died sudden-

ly and unexpectedly on April 29, 2012. Leslie was born January 26, 

1948 in Winston-Salem, North Carolina to Ms. Doris Kimbrough.  

 

He began his career as a professional educator in Cambridge in 1970, 

left that work for military service from 1971to 1973, and returned to the 

Cambridge Rindge and Latin School where he taught for many years. In 

1971, Leslie married his college sweetheart, Shirley A. Johnson of Vir-

ginia, and they became parents to two loving sons, Derrick W. Kim-

brough and Laurance V. Kimbrough. During that time, he also began 

teaching at the MIT-Wellesley Upward Bound Program for many years.  

He not only influenced the students enrolled in the program but encour-

aged and inspired many of his colleagues and college students also 

working for the program.  “Les” or “Kimbrough” as he was affectionately 

called, spread the spirit of TRiO beyond the TRiO world into the community of Cambridge, the 

greater Boston area and around the nation. 

 

While teaching history and various subjects both at Cambridge Rindge and Latin School and Up-

ward Bound, Leslie continued a quiet love for community activity and political action. He was 

among the founders of The Concerned Black Educators of Cambridge Public Schools. His efforts 

gave life to the Oneisumus Project (researching and developing curriculum that reflected the di-

verse student body at CRLS). Further still, he served on the board of the Cambridge Algebra Pro-

ject before it became a national program model and worked with younger students at the W.E.B. 

DuBois Academy. He was involved with several other community organizations (including YES) in 

service to students of all ages. 

 

Kimbrough was a recipient of the 1993 Conant Fellowship that supported graduate study 

at Harvard University School of Education; other awards were conferred such as The Harriet Wig-

fall Award for Community Service, and The Peace and Justice Award. In April 2002 he received the 

Education Award from the Massachusetts Black Legislative Caucus for his contributions to the chil-

dren of Cambridge Public Schools. 

 

Mr. Kimbrough, as most students and many adult friends called him, was an activist 

throughout his life. Each student he encountered depended on him as active listener, advocate, and 

guide for many of their educational and personal concerns. At the end of 34 years of service in pub-

lic education Leslie continued volunteer efforts to students, schools, and the community.   

 

Heartfelt thanks to my mentor, Mr. Leslie Kimbrough whose love of teaching didn't preclude ex-

plaining the 'why' of things.  He saw his students as individual thinking human beings who de-

served to be listened to and heard, not merely receptacles to be filled.  As a result, they learned 

much more than they might otherwise have done.  I was honored to work with Mr. Kimbrough at 20 

years old as his teaching assistant at Upward Bound.  This was my very first job in education. 

I’ve been blessed with many great educators in my life, but Kimbrough was one of the greatest. He 

strove to help people become the best that they can be 

. 

A famous quote by William Arthur Ward, poet and author talks about what a great teacher does 

very clearly: “The mediocre teacher tells. The good teacher explains. The superior teacher demon-

strates. The great teacher inspires.”  Leslie Kimbrough, a great teacher who inspired several gener-

ations and a TRiO Champion. 
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A Farewell to TRIO  
By Wendy Porter-Coste,  Director of Upward Bound, Salem State University 

Dear TRIO Friends and Colleagues, 

 It has been an honor and a privilege for me to 

serve as the director of the Upward Bound Program at Sa-

lem State University for the last 16 plus years. In fact, my 

life with Upward Bound has been a labor of love greater 

than anything I could ever have imagined when I accepted 

the position in January 1996 as an idealistic 27 year old!  

There were overwhelming challenges in the early days but 

with the support of my valued TRIO colleagues, I gained 

perspective, inspiration and developed many friendships 

that I will continue to treasure. 

 This spring presented my family with an oppor-

tunity to move to the West Coast. It is a decision that my 

husband and I did not make lightly. Leaving a life and a job that I love seemed an impossible 

choice. But my UB “baby” is grown now and I feel the timing is right to pass the torch and journey 

through a door opened to our family. We are relocating to Southern Orange County and my last offi-

cial day with Upward Bound will be October 29th. 

 I have groomed Adam Edgerton, former English instructor at the Lawrence International 

High School and SSU UB tutor, to serve as our full-time transition coordinator to assist with the 

objectives outlined in the Competitive Priorities that I wrote into the newly funded Upward Bound 

grant and to assist with the transition that will take place this fall. In two weeks, Adam will be des-

ignated the interim director while the position is advertised and eventually filled.   

 It is my hope the person chosen to lead our incredible program will do so with the same pas-

sion and commitment to excellence I have strived for all these years. The “miracles” that happen in 

Upward Bound do not transpire without extreme hard work, a spirit of true cooperation and a con-

sistent belief that ALL OUR CHILDREN CAN LEARN.  

 I will cherish each day of the months ahead, just as I have treasured the 6,000 plus days I 

have served as the UB Director at Salem State University. All of you have touched my life in some 

way and have inspired me daily to work hard, to help heal the struggling community of Lawrence 

by planting seeds of hope, and to dream BIG for and with my UB children. I can only hope that in 

some small way I have helped to raise my UB children well and have contributed to making a dif-

ference in the community where I was born and raised.  

 

(see Lawrence, Page 6) 

  

Wendy, right, with Dr. Joyce Foster, a 
close friend and professional mentor. 
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(from previous page) 

Lawrence has some significant challenges yet to overcome, but when I think of the collective strength, bril-

liance and talent held by all of our outstanding students, I remain hopeful that our future will be bright.  

And with my phenomenal TRIO colleagues who lead with such brilliance and passion, I see the bigger pic-

ture...and have no doubt we will not only survive as an organization (or as a “movement”, as my friend Alvin 

Riley likes to say!!)…but thrive!!! God bless each of you for your tireless service to strengthen, protect and 

grow our TRIO programs. 

 Thank you to each of you for being a blessing in my life. As I settle out West, I will take all I have 

learned here with me in hope I can find meaningful work to continue the journey of making a positive differ-

ence in the lives of our young people through educational opportunities. As a new chapter in my life begins, I 

have no intention of closing the book on Upward Bound.  This is only the beginning of another journey… 

 As we say in our Upward Bound family…I Am Because We Are…UBUNTU… 

In the Spirit of Ubuntu and Education for All, 

- Wendy 

GEAR-UP Student Spotlight: Dana Lawes, Springfield 

Central High School, GEAR-UP 

On September 15, 2012, Dana received the 4th annual Ahadi Youth 

Award from the African Subcommittee of the Springfield Museums 

at the 21st Annual Ubora Award Celebration.  The Ahadi Youth 

Award honors an African American young adult who has excelled in 

school and in the greater community and who shows the promise of 

continued excellence in the future. 

During her years at Springfield Central High School, Dana held a 

4.2 grade point average while taking challenging honors and ad-

vanced placement courses.  She was selected for the MassMutual 

Academic Achievers and the National Honor Society.  Dana put in 

lots of hours during GEAR UP summer program and in the office 

during her lunches and study halls, applying to dozens of scholar-

ships and several colleges.  She is now a freshman at Newbury Col-

lege in Brookline, MA, where she is studying Business Management 

and Hospitality. 

 

Dana is an exceptionally caring and committed individual who expects the best from herself, and 

isn’t afraid to work hard to reach the high standards that she sets.  She has interned as part of the 

Baystate Springfield Educational Collaborative, and is an active participant in her church, Spring-

field Seventh Day Adventist Church.  She is a member of the Springfield Rescue Mission, and par-

ticipated in “Youth Against Suffering,” where she worked on a campaign to raise money and aware-

ness for a group called Ending Now Violence Against Women.   

Calling all TRiO Alumni! Find our pages on Facebook!  

 - MEOA-TRiO Alumni Network 
 - National TRIO Alumni Association 
For more information contact Alumni Board Chair, Alvin Riley  
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Calling all TRiO Alumni! Find our pages on Facebook!  

 - MEOA-TRiO Alumni Network 
 - National TRIO Alumni Association 
For more information contact Alumni Board Chair, Alvin Riley  

Nataneal Burgos is a recent graduate of Massachusetts College of 
Liberal Arts. A true champion of the TRIO pipeline, Nataneal was 
enrolled in Upward Bound at Salem State University and the Stu-
dent Support Services program at MCLA. His brother and sister 
have also been part of TRIO programs.  
 

Four years ago, I overcame a rocky road and took the path less tak-

en, with a vision for change; I attended the Salem State University 

Upward Bound program and set my sights on a college career. 

Then at Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts (MCLA), I attended 

the Individual Enrichment Program (SSS) and continued my path.  

 

Along the way, four years on the Dean’s List and an ambassador-

ship to circumnavigate the globe have accentuated my college career. In addition, I will be bringing  

up previous chapters of my life with an exciting and proud conclusion. These years of hard work 

throughout school and my community have more than paid off! 

 

I am proud to be the first in my family, along with my brother Dauri, to graduate from college. I 

studied Sociology/Criminal Justice and Spanish at MCLA and graduated with Honors in May 2012. 

During my final semester I was given an incredible opportunity to travel the world with Semester 

at Sea to over 20 countries around the world in one year. During the trip, I became the first Latino 

in the United States to be awarded the prestigious Presidential Scholarship from Semester at Sea, 

a  $30,000 award for high achievement. 

 

Without TRIO, my dreams, goals and visions would never have materialized. It was the vehicle I 

needed to arrive at my unique destinations and to fulfill everything my heart yearned towards fur-

thering my future goal of becoming an International Corporate Attorney. I am excited for my future 

and as I pursue law school next year, I remain mindful that as a proud TRIO alum that it is my re-

sponsibility to continue to be a role model for my peers and my community. 

 

I give special thanks to my birth mom, my UB mother, Wendy,  and Wendy at MCLA, without 

whom I would not be where I am or the man I am today. 

Alumni Spotlight: Natanael Burgos, Salem State Upward 
Bound & MCLA Student Support Services 

(MCLA from page 2) 
"I had to learn so much in just a month. I'm proud of myself for accomplishing the whole syllabus," 

Gaston explained. "When I look back at all the work I have done, I still cannot believe I was able to 

accomplish so much in just a month. I'm excited to have six credits in successfully passing all my 

classes." 

Marisa Costain '16 of Foxborough, Mass., said she never dreamed how being accepted to MCLA 

and the IEP would change her life. 

"As I got to know everyone here, I realized this is something special," she explained. "This school, 

this community, you feel like you're a part of it forever." 
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A Very Special Thanks to our 
Tireless Sponsor! 

 
To another successful year! 

Thursday October 25, 2012: 
 MEOA 28th Annual Conference 
  Strength in Strategy: Defining the College Access Profession 
 Location: Devens Common Center, Devens, MA.  

 Time: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 Registration:  

  9/24/12 - 10/12/12  $95 MEOA Member  $130 Non Member 

  10/15/12 - 10/25/12  $115 MEOA Member  $145 Non Member 

 

*For more information visit http://www.meoaonline.org/events/conference-2012/  

*To register for MEOA Membership visit http://www.meoaonline.org/about/membership/

member-registration/ 

A special thanks to the 2011-2012 MEOA Board for their collective leadership and devo-

tion to TRIO and GEAR UP in the state of Massachusetts (and beyond)! 

Pictured above from left to right: (bottom row) Angele Goss, President Elect; Maria Muccio, Vice President; Allison Cox, President; Gisele 
Litalien, Treasurer; Tamika Williams, Secretary; (top row) Marty Elmore, Professional Development Chair; Andrew Goodwin, NEOA State 
Liaison; Adam Shaughnessy, Newsletter Chair; Taryn Tompkins, Membership Chair; Sharmese Gunn, Scholarship Chair; Genesis Burke, 
Research and Planning Chair 
Not pictured: Alvin Riley, Alumni Chair; Ryan Robert, External (Government) Relations Chair, Angela Quitadamo, Past President.  

Article Submissions 
The MEOA News wants to share different perspectives on educational  

opportunity, upcoming events, and program stories. 

If you have a story idea or photo for the MEOA Newsletter, send it to:  

Newsletter@meoaonline.org or shaughnessya@youinc.org 


